THE White Stork (Ciconia ciconia), as a striking and confiding bird of large size, is especially adapted for many lines of research. For a long time the V. ogelwarte of Rossitten has been engaged in studying it, for this station is situated in that part of Germany that is rfehest in Storks, namely East P•russia. 
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Lemberg (Lwow, Poland) with 105.8 pairs per one hundred square kilometers.
It is interesting to follow by means of the figures the dependence of the Stork on environmental conditions, especially food supply.
The opportunities for nesting are also of great significance, and these are largely dependent on man. While in northwestern Germany the preference for thatched roofs is striking (in Schleswig_
Holstein the ratio of thatched to tile roof was 87:3.5), in eastern Germany (East Prussia and Silesia) the "tile roof is used as often as the thatched, but usually with the aid of an artificial support. Man must compensate with this help for the lack of thatched roofs. Tree nests are rare in many countries, but in others common, as in Upper Silesia (90 per cent) and in Checkish Silesia and Moravia (91 per cent). Here again man has an influence, for in the regions with nests on trees the inhabitants have the custom of placing the artificial support on trees rather than on roofs. Holland has a large number of pole nests (27.1 per cent), where the support is placed on isolated high poles.
•2. FLUCTL"ATIO_N-S I_N-•N*UMBERS
The numbers of Storks vary much from year to year. We have now reached a maximum which will probabl• not continue for long.
Apparently there was a minimum about 1928, after which came a striking increase. Not everywhere, however: in Switzerland which had about one hundred pairs at the beginning of the century, the population dropped to 17 pairs by 1927, since when it has continued to decrease with 13, 10, 11, 11, 10, and 7 pairs in 1935, and several of these raised no offspring. Saxony, which reached a minimum in 1928 of only 13 pairs, quadrupled its population in a few years: 13, 15, 19, 22, 28, 37, and, in 1934, 54 breeding pairs! Two sorts of influences must be distinguished. The spread of civilization with its dangers from drainage, high-power lines, etc., is injurious, especially along the borders of the range. On the other hand, in the regions where Storks are common and real competition occurs, it is chiefly the food supply and weather that are the decisive factors.
In fact we see great differences in the reproduction-coefficie 
NESTING
The breeding biology of this bird, particularly from the standpoint of behavior, is a fascina{ing subject. In East Prussia the Stork arrives at the beginning of April, usually the male first and a few days later the female. As a rule an old nest is adopted, a set laid by the end of April and hatched in thirty days. The young stay some nine weeks in the nest and are typically altricial, during the t•rst weeks lying flat in the nest on the approach of a person, thus allowing themselves to be easily ringed. Migration occurs about the middle of August, and in about seventy per cent of the cases the young leave several days before their parents, the latter sometimes renewing courtship activities at this time just before their departure.
The nest plays a very important role in the home life of the Stork. One often has the impression that it is first the nest that is defended and second the mate. Very remarkable are the fights that regularly take place over nests that are already occupied. And even when excellent nests are present in the vicinity ready for adoption! The fact of the occupation of a nest by a pair of Storks seems to present a challenge to strangers of the species, and it is a curious fact that at times the intruders drive out the rightful owners, yet raise no brood themselves. In the reproductive mechanism of such individuals, the instinct to possess a nest is present, but the rest of the So way-finding with these birds seems to depend partly on a hypothetical inherited "instinct for direction" or some similar factor, and also leadership of more experienced birds, as well as to a small degree on the ecology of the countryside passed over. I need not emphasize the fact that no real explanation is •ven by the term "instinct for direction" (Richtungstrieb). But we must attempt to penetrate more deeply into these problems.
SOME PRACTICAL ArrLIcATIONS
Every scientist feels the duty not only to orient his work from the theoretical standpoint, but also to make it serviceable to his country and fellow 'men. That these studies offer special responsibilities and opportunities to th• ornithologist is shown by the great public interest in them, for they are concerned with a bird that more than any other is closely bound up with life of the folk and that forms an integral part of the homeland. 
